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Februzry 28, 1982 S&n JULN a8 ALERT . v

———— Designers and Builders
of San Juan Sailboats

Dear 5San Juan 285 owner,

We rpublishsd an adviscry bullatin in Jctober 1982 concerning potential
problems with the starboard chainplate connection to tha bulkhsad. As 2
result of that bulletin we sent over 60 sets of chainplate covers out to
owners. We fea] pleased thst so many owners followed up cn OUr adwice as
thare were probably fewer than 100 boats built withcut the covers.

Many owne-s have asked for additional halp and hawe "expressad cancsrn that
thzy feel ungqualified tc conduct the criginal test for scund wood. The
imporiance of maintaining a sound strycture at the chainplate/bkulkhezsd
connectisn is such that we urge sl] of ycu to inspect or reinspect vour bost
prior to the ne=xt time yvou use it. Please follow the instructicns for
conducting this test given baicw:

. If vour upper and lower shrouds are tighter thanm just snuj relesase thz
enzich by lecsening the turnbuckles exractly 5 turns.

. Remove the top 3 bolts from the starboard chainplate.

. Inspect the exposed wood inside and around the helt holes. The wood must
ke drvy. clean, and ths color and hardness of new fir plywoad. IE wyou hav
traubls with this step pleaze find either & sample of new plywood to compar
ar somecns who is5 familiar with weod to help vou,

4 Check that the bolts ware aligned perpendicular to the surface and nost
cockad at an angle.

5 Raplace the belts and tighten all of the bolts, being careful teo nost cruzh
the w.od.

5. Rs‘*jghten the shroud turnbuckles and lock them
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1f{f vyour inspection showed the slightest degradaticon of the wood from water
sCaKaso, HEv IV =Rt E=EH volts orf evsitightensed Loils wWe Girgs ¥ou to wontaot tho
factory and arder the Zan Jusn 28 oversize startcard chainplats kit and
instali it prior to =ailing vour boat.

If your inspscticon proves satisfactory we urge you tc crdzr the chainplzte
cover kit and install it as sson as possible. If you have the chzinplate
sovers we urge you to inspect regularly for leakage from rajn etc. and rescel

if neccesary.

14 v-u will want total psace of mind and to allevizte the nasd fcor routine
inspe tiomns pleazs order and install the oversize chainplate kit and instz11
it as socn as pecssible even though it passes the sound wocd test now. 2 masts
have fallen dusz to Bulkhead rotting from water ingress, lats not have

ancother!

(OVER)
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The <chainplate kit consists of a replacement chainplate twice as long as the
original and with twice as many fastening holes. Alzo supprlied is & full
length backing plate and the neceszsary agditions] bolts. Installatian is
straightfarward 2and requires cnlv' s drill, a 5/t% inch drill bit, a pair of
wrenches and some polysulfide {(bsatlife? cauilking. The job is begun by
supporting the mast with th2 halvards led down to the toerail te allcw
removal of the shrouds. The chainplate and cover may then be detached  The
old caulking must be scraped out at this time. The mnew chainplate is
jnstalled using ths o0id holes &s guides. The backing plate is used instead of
wishsrs. Some installaticons may reguire notching the tecp of the lavatcry
cabinet with & file or a small saw t¢ allow passage of the plate or ons ar
mar s ~d the =mpyts The -ottsm i to 3 holts will pass thru th= firergiacs
lavatory facing for added strenzth. The bolts are then tighciened, tie o ..
caulked from below and zbove and the cover replaced.

The {actory has ordered in & sizeable supply of the oversize chainplates and
should be able to ship them via UPS5 the same day &s ordered. To order,
enciose a check for the proper amount and be certain to give an addre=ss
suitable for UPS. The cost is 29.00 plus 3 .50 for shipping. The ccvers are
still 7.60 for the pair. Please add the 7% state sales tag if vour address is
Wagh . We are selling these kits at less than cost and again urge ycu take
advantage of this offer to maintain the extraordinary strength, quality and

seaworthiness of vour San Juan 28.



